
Massachusetts State Hazard Mitigation and Climate Adaptation Plan 
State Agency Vulnerability Assessment Reference Materials: 

Coastal Flooding 
Data Source: Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM) 

These maps are derived from NOAA coastal inundation scenarios as portrayed on MORIS, CZM’s online 
mapping tool. These tools portray the extent of inundation for various levels of sea level rise (from 1-6 
feet, in 1-foot increments), rather than specific planning horizons. Each of the two future-condition 
maps also provides the current Mean Higher High Water inundation extent boundary, which reflects 
present-day conditions for this hazard. To provide a snapshot of probable coastal flooding conditions at 
the planning horizons utilized in this survey, anticipated levels of sea level rise (0.7 feet by 2030 and 3.4 
feet by 2070) were rounded to the nearest whole number. The projections are based on the “Highest” 
scenarios for global sea level rise recommended by NOAA (2012), as well as the estimated rate of local 
land subsidence in Boston (0.04 inches per year).  

Additionally, users can access the same data layers on MORIS at the following 
link: http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/map_ol/moris.php. The NOAA inundation projections for each 
level of sea level rise can be accessed through the “Available Data Layers” panel on the right of the 
screen, under Coastal Hazards/Sea Level Rise/NOAA Coastal Inundation. The MORIS web viewer offers 
users the ability to zoom in on this layer to a scale of 1:4,514, providing higher-resolution information 
about the vulnerability of specific areas or facilities to sea level rise than the overview figures below.  

These data are also available on the Massachusetts Climate Change Clearinghouse Map viewer website 
(http://www.massclimatechange.org/map/) under the “Coastal Zones” datalayers. 

http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/map_ol/moris.php
http://www.massclimatechange.org/map/


Present-day and 2030 Conditions 

 



 



 



2070 Conditions 
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